
Principal’s Message —                                            
I long to accomplish a great and noble task, 
but it is my chief duty to accomplish humble 
tasks as though they were great and noble.  
The world is moved along, not only by the 
mighty shoves of its heroes but also by the 
aggregate of the tiny pushes of each honest 
worker.  – Helen Keller 
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Dear Parents, 
 
     As children, we likely dreamed of be-
ing famous... being president, a Broad-
way star, or breaking home run records 
— that is, having our names in lights or 
in the history books.    
 
     However, as adults, we came to real-
ize that the real heroes are the ordinary 
people who do caring humble deeds on 
a daily basis.   The real hero is the par-
ent working two jobs to provide for her 
children’s education, the fireman risking 
his life, the policeman responding  to a 
robbery in progress, the volunteer at the 
church food line, the pedestrian who 
digs into his pocket whenever a vagrant 
asks for some change, the child who 
empties her piggy bank when she learns 
that children are hungry in Africa, and 
the teacher who provides extra help to 
her students.   These are the true he-
roes.   
 
     We understand that the world moves 
along through the “tiny pushes” of the 
ordinary heroes we meet every day.   
This is the message we seek to share 
with our students — seek to be a real 
hero helping to move the world along 
one little push by one little push. 
 
Best wishes, 
Peter Osroff 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL 
6TH GRADE MATH  

STUDENTS 
Dr. Natali announced that 
over $17,000 was raised by 
our sixth grade math stu-
dents who participated in the 
St. Judes Children’s Hospital 
MATH-A-THON. Congratula-
tions to all the sixth graders 
and to the 6th grade math fac-
ulty. Your efforts are astound-
ing! 

****REMINDER FROM NURSE PHILLIPS**** 
According to a recent New York State law, stu-

dents entering middle school on or after Septem-
ber 1, 2005, must be vaccinated against 

Varicella (Chicken Pox) OR produce verification 
from a physician that he/she has had the dis-
ease.  Under this law, students will NOT be al-
lowed to enter the sixth grade unless the re-
quired information is on file with the school 

DATES TO REMEMBER                              
•  MAY 9 — PTA MEETING  9:30 a.m.  
• MAY 17— BUDGET VOTE  H.S. Gym 
• MAY 30— MEMORIAL DAY PARADE AND            

   CEREMONY 

DRESS CODE REMINDER  
THE DRESS CODE IS BEING ENFORCED AND  
VIOLATIONS WILL RESULT IN DISCIPLINARY  

CONSEQUENCE 



STUDENT HIGHLIGHTS 
A Colossal Candy Sale was sponsored by Mrs. Esterow and 
Mr. Monastero’s Homebase.  All proceeds from the sale 
were donated to the National Multiple Sclerosis Society.   
 
Special Education teacher, Mrs. Jen Pollack,  participated in 
the Walk for Multiple Sclerosis.  Faculty and Staff partici-
pated in a “Donate to Dress Down Day” to support Mrs. Pol-
lack’s effort. 
 
Seventy-one students submitted an entry for the BRAVE 
poster contest to help create an atmosphere opposed to 
bullying at our middle school.  1st place winner– Andrea 
Delgado 2nd place winner– Emily Werner, 3rd place winner– 
Elizabeth Slattery.  All entries will be displayed throughout 
our building 
 
An Italian poetry contest sponsored by the American Asso-
ciation of Teachers of Italian took place at Stony Brook Uni-
versity.  Two students from Mrs. Sorace’s classes recited 
poems.   Emily Tudisco won Level 1- Honorable Mention for 
doing a superb job reciting an Italian poem called La Be-
fana.  Julia Cenzoprano demonstrated excellent effort by re-
citing a very beautiful and touching poem entitled Mamma.  
Bravissime! 
 
The following students served with musical distinction at 
the 2005 All-County Music Festival held at the Tillis Center:  
Matthew Baldessari, Lauren Beisner, Chris Burcheri, Sarah 
D’Antonio, Tina Dampman, Lauren Engelke, Jan Gong, KC 
Hesterberg, Kevin Lawkins, Elizabeth Lisoski, Jared 
Mitchell, Christine Pando, Alexandra Ramsland, Allison 
Rogers, Caroline Tarzian, Chris Theobalt, and Joseph Wolf. 
 

FYI-              

The Middle School attendance number to report absences and lateness’s is now 478-
3009 or  478-3088.  Parents are requested to advise the school of a child’s absence or 
lateness by telephoning the school before 9:00 AM.  For your child’s safety and the 
safety of others, students who feel ill MUST report to the nurse who will  log a dis-
missal of illness . Students should use the telephone in the health office, NOT  cell 
phones to call parents. 

                                              

SEE HERE! 
As their cluster service project, 
the students in the Egan, Lee, 
Schwartz Cluster are collecting 
old glasses, sunglasses and 
frames during the month of May. 
Used glasses will be sent to the 
Lion’s Club/Lens Crafters Sight 
Program.  All glasses will be re-
paired, replaced, and fitted for 
those who are in need. A donation 
box will be at the front door.   

POP YOUR TOPS! 
The Garden City Teachers 
Association is collecting soda 
can flip tops which will raise  
money for children who are 
receiving dialysis at Stony 
Brook University Hospital.  
You may send in your pop tops   
to your child’s Home Base. 

Kindness is more important than wisdom, and the recognition of 
this is the beginning of wisdom  —    Winston Churchill 



 SPOTLIGHTS 
Teachers, Patricia 
Reeves and Janice 
Burkett were recipi-
ents of the New York 
State PTA Teacher 
F e l l ow sh i p  f o r 
Graduate Study. 
Sixth Grade Teacher, 
Susan Lee, attended  
the Molloy College 
Education Depart-
ment’s Annual Din-
ner honoring her as 
a  C o o p e r a t i n g 
Teacher. 

 PROJECT PERFECTION 

In an ongoing celebration of 2005– The Year of the Languages, 
sixth graders in the middle school recently enjoyed an informal 
introduction to their next unit of study: “Food and Gastronomy.”  
Senora Porter and Senora Reilly’s SPANISH Classes and Mrs. 
Hecker’s GERMAN Class held a combined Fiesta/Fest in the cafe-
teria.  Spanish students brought in such delicacies as dulce de 
leche, fried plantain, pasteles, arroz, tortillas, tacos, guacamole, 
and authentic soda from South America.  German students con-
tributed Wurstchen, Kartoffelsalat, Brotchen, Bretzeln, Spatzle, 
Apfelkuchen, Fanta, Mineralwasser, and Obst.  German students 
colored eggs for the approaching Easter holiday, and sampled 
several types of Austrian and German cakes.  Spanish students 
had a fiesta in their classrooms, where they sampled dishes from 
several Spanish speaking countries.   
 

“Benvenuto!” This is how the eighth grade Italian classes 
greeted Giuseppe, the Italian chef and proprietor of La Bottega, of 
Garden City South.  Mrs. Caruthers and Mrs. Sorace invited 
Giuseppe to the middle school to show their students how he 
makes his delicious panini (sandwiches) and bocconcini (small 
Italian mozzarella), and arancini (Sicilian rice balls).  As well, stu-
dents had the opportunity to feast on ciabatta, a slipper shaped 
bread and Tiramisu.  Everything was absolutely delizioso and a 
wonderful time was had by all! 

Math Olympiad moderators, Mrs. Heid and Mrs. Or-
rego, announced the results of the fifth and final meet 
of the Mathematical Olympiads for Elementary and 
Middle Schools (MOEMS).  The score for our 6th 
grade Olympians was 50 out of a possible 50.  That is 
a tremendous and rare accomplishment! Yohei Ya-
mauchi earned 1st place, Justin Maloney earned 2nd 
place, and James Polke and Kevin Schulman tied for 
3rd place in highest cumulative scores.  Additional 
high scoring student Olympians were: Jan Gong, Col-
leen Way, Kate Butcher, Stephen Falzone and 
Stephen Jozkowski.  The following students had all 
five problems correct at the final meet: Kate Butcher, 
Jan Gong, Kaitlin Johnsen, Justin Maloney, Erin Mul-
lins, James Polke, Brandon Samardich, Kevin Schul-
man, Vincent Tavernese and Colleen Way! Kudos to 
all...We are so proud of you! 

 

Christopher Theobalt, a student 
in Signora Caruthers’ 8th grade Italian 
class, was selected to receive the 
Fulvi Love of Language Award 
through NYSAFLT (New York State 
Association of Foreign Language 
Teachers).  Along with winning first 
prize in the AATI original poetry con-
test, he is also the Long Island recipi-
ent of the 2005 Love of Language 
Award, an award given to an out-
standing student who demonstrates a 
special interest and excitement in 
their study of foreign languages. His 
strong enthusiasm in the Italian lan-
guage is commendable and worthy of 
recognition.  Chris will receive a $50 
U.S. Savings Bond directly from NY-
SAFLT.  Congratulations again Chris-
topher!  You have made us very 
proud!  


